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MINUTES 

Members Present: Members Absent: Others Present: 
Darrin Francom, Chair 
Carolynn Hiron, Vice Chair                   
Chilesa Ready, Secretary             
Doug Sutherland, Treasurer         
Barb Patterson, Director                                     
 

Bob McKenzie, Director 
Gina Richard, Director 

Aaron Baker, Executive Director 
Paul Conley, Sr. Director Finance 
Scott Newell, Dir. of Programs & Aquatics 
Mike Krask, Dir. of Parks and Facilities 
John Safin, Communications Director 
Alyssa Tarpley, Communication Specialist 
Jonathan Ebertshauser, Legal Counsel 
Mark Sahl, Legal Counsel 
Gay Johnson, Recording Secretary 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Francom called the meeting to order at 6:32pm and recognized those in attendance.  

ESTABLISH QUORUM 
Chairman Francom established a quorum with five Board members present. 

CONSENT AGENDA/APPROVAL 
Vice Chair Hiron made a motion to approve the May 25, 2022 meeting minutes. Voting took place; the motion passed 
unanimously. 

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
i. North Valley Regional Library Presentation 

Executive Director Baker introduced Jeremy Reeder, Director and County Librarian for the Maricopa County Library District, 
presented about library operations and specifically about operations at the North Valley Regional Library in Anthem. He 
encouraged all to obtain a library card, explained the summer reading program, reminded that there are no late fees and that 
the busiest branch is the website. He also explained they a great relationship with the DVUSD, with a new 5-year agreement, 
they have made adjustments to the space and reduced hours to M-F 2:30 to 8:00pm and all day on the weekend in the space 
granted. They would like to be open to looking for another location with no limitations within their 5-year agreement. Offered 
to take questions. 

Resident Ron Jerich inquired if there is a change in security with the change in hours? Mr. Reeder explained that there will be 
an adjustment during the summer. 

Resident Robert Jay inquired as to whether story time curriculum will include LGBTQ material? Mr. Reeder replied that there 
are no plans for that curriculum and that parents should be aware of what books their kids are checking out. 

Vice Chair Hiron expressed her appreciation for the library use for work and inquired as to finding a space within their 5-year 
agreement if they would be allowed out. Mr. Reeder said that they would give notification and that relocating would take a year. 
They are looking at many options, including the City of Phoenix. 

ii. Presentation about Anthem MLK Unity Walk and Day of Service. 

Vice Chair Hiron made a motion to remove this item from the agenda. Director Patterson made a motion to table the 
item for the August 24 Open Session. Chair Francom made a motion to delay the item for the August 24 Open Session. 
Secretary Ready seconded. Voting took place; the motion passed unanimously. 

STAFF REPORTS/FINANCIALS 
i. Executive 

Executive Director Aaron Baker supplied information regarding public safety with increased presence of MCSO, planning a 
strong July 3 staffing, is in regular communication with local law enforcement for Phoenix Police and MCSO about speeding, 
street racing; explained the upcoming Facilities Master Plan Study Session on June 29 with Board consideration on July 27, and 
Independence Day Holiday Hours for the Civic Building and Community Center, also available on the website. 

ii. Programs 
Director of Programs & Aquatics Scott Newell gave the report of activities including pool activity, passing of county pool 
inspection, June lifeguard audit to be reported next meeting; Sports & Fitness is switching from outdoor to indoor programming, 
adding floor hockey, and tennis court resurfacing project finished on courts 2-6; Parks/Fields and Security is gathering data 
daily from the Sk8 & Ride Park with new check-in process, partnering for July 30 bike/scooter safety class and fall skate safety 
planned; Youth/Family Programs have passed county inspection and full every week with happy campers.  

iii. Operations 
Director of Parks & Facilities Director Mike Krask gave the report in Landscaping of the annual DLC tree management of over 
17,000 trees to trim in the community, new shrubs added around the Community Center, erosion control in preparation for 
monsoon season and addressing concerns from residents in the Paseo area; Parks has sod replacement for the Soccer Fields 
1&2 taking hold, open to general use, and work crews will be addressing the waterfall pumps and aerators in the Main 
Community Park to improve water quality. 

iv. Financials 
Sr. Director of Finance Paul Conley spoke on status of accounts. Full disclosure financial statements are posted at 
OnlineAtAnthem.com as part of the documents supporting the open meeting.  
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v. Communications  
Executive Director Baker introduced the new Communication Director John Safin, who expressed his appreciation for Ms. 
Tarpley’s efforts prior to his arrival; he supplied Special Events information, including a review summary of Music in May and 
upcoming Independence Day Celebration on July 3, to include fireworks at 9pm. He also stated that the May/June Anthem 
Way/Activities Guide has arrived in homes with copies available at all customer service desks and the July version will be digital; 
40 pavers will be installed in July at the Anthem Veterans Memorial, accepting orders until August for October install; 
Representative Town Hall will held via Zoom on Friday, July 8 at 9am and will feature Joy Rich, Maricopa County Manager, with 
details posted the week prior to the meeting on our website. 

Treasurer Sutherland motioned to accept the Staff Reports and Financials as presented. Director Patterson seconded. 
Voting took place; the motion passed unanimously. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. Update from Finance Committee  

Committee Chair Sutherland stated recruitment of two more members was successful. Steve Champion, from the Country Club, 
and Cathy Michelfelder, from Parkside, will volunteer to fill the vacancies with a term until June 30, 2023. 

Treasurer Sutherland motioned to accept the addition of the members. Secretary Ready seconded. Voting took place; 
the motion passed unanimously. 

Committee Chair Sutherland further stated that two current members Mark Senn, from the Country Club, and Tim Cocchia, from 
Parkside, both terms ending June 20, 2022 and should be extended until June 30 2024. 

A motion was made to extend the terms of both members. Voting took place; the motion passed unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS 
A. Enclave at Anthem – Casitas 

Executive Director provided background for consideration of ten casitas adjacent to the existing Enclave facility, with an 
application for a Special Use Permit submitted to the county. He introduced those present Drew Roster, VP of Development, 
Tyler Paulsen, Olsson Engineering, and those teleconferencing were Elyse DiMartino, Cassandra Ayres and Laura Scott, from 
Berry Riddell LLC. Chair Francom provided clarification as a modification to the previously approved presentation of casitas, 
not an additional. Legal Counsel Ebertshauser stated the 2019 discussion was for multi-family use and inquired as to whether 
this was a switch to single-family use for assessment allocation and if an amendment to Supplemental Declaration would apply 
to rezone as Special Use. Executive Director Baker stated multi-family as the facility use. 

Resident Ron Jerich expressed his concerns with single-family use for assessments. He further expressed his concern with 
guidelines with the back of the units facing the street and possible wall height adjustment. Ms. Cassandra Ayres assured via 
teleconference that this would be addressed at the July 27 Board of Supervisors hearing. Chair Francom will review comments 
and review the guidelines. 

Vice Chair Hiron made a motion to approve the Enclave at Anthem-Casitas after review for compliance with the 
guidelines. Director Patterson seconded. Voting took place; the motion passed unanimously.  

OPEN DISCUSSION 
Resident John Balzer expressed his concern regard to street racing, reminding the Board of increased activity with developing 
growth near to the community and would like to be informed, with an awareness as it moves out of Anthem. He is encouraged 
with the MCSO presence and appreciates their progress to work toward solutions.  Chair Francom appreciated Mr. Balzer’s 
comments and he will review with staff. 

Resident Shari Miller requested the Board consider tennis and pickleball court use the same as the Community Center, for 
residents only with guests only. Non-residents tournament play would be exempt. Chair Francom stated that the Amenities 
Committee is working on this to address each amenity and that decisions will be based on resident desire, possibly a resident 
survey. 

Resident Kris Madsen commented on the issue of street racing and that the speed sign posted on Gavilan Peak warrants 
consideration. Chair Francom appreciated Ms. Madsen’s comment and will work with staff. 

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:35pm 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Chilesa Ready, Secretary 
On Behalf of the Anthem Community Council Board of Directors 
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